
What	is	a	Digital	Object	Iden3fier	(DOI)?	

A Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is a unique, identifying number for an online 
document (article, report, book chapter, etc.) that provides a persistent, permanent link 
to its location on the internet.  

A document retains its DOI even if its URL location changes. A publisher assigns a DOI 
to an article when it is published and becomes accessible online.  

Publishers began assigning DOIs to documents in 2000. Some of them have added 
DOIs to older material retroactively.  Many historical documents do not have DOIs. 

Whenever possible, DOIs should be included in a bibliographic reference to a cited 
work. 

What	does	a	DOI	look	like?	

A DOI can appear in a document as either an alphanumeric string of digits or as a 
webpage URL: 

DOI: 10.1080/15588742.2015.1017687 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15588742.2015.1017687 

See the following pages for illustrations. 

How	do	I	place	a	DOI	in	my	reference	in	APA	Style?	

Present DOIs as hyperlinks in this format:  https//doi.org/xxxxx even if they appear in 
different formats in the source material. Whenever possible, copy/paste the DOI from 
the original source to avoid transcription errors. Do not place a period at the end of a 
DOI. The link may either be live (normally blue, underlined font) or plain text. 

Sliva, S. M., & Lambert, C. G. (2015). Restorative justice legislation in the United States: A 
statutory analysis of emerging legal doctrine. Journal of Policy Practice, 14(2), 77-95. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/15588742.2015.1017687  

Read more about referencing DOIs in APA Style here. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15588742.2015.1017687
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines/references/dois-urls
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